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cum stances. But of any point of honour respecting
truth for truth's sake, they have not the remotest idea;
no more than the whole East, and the greater part of
Europe: and in the few countries which are sufficiently
improved to have such a point of honour, it is con-
fined to a small minority, who alone, under any cir-
cumstances of real temptation practise it.

From the general use of the expression " natural
justice/' it must be presumed that justice is a virtue
generally thought to be directly implanted by nature.
I believe, however, that the sentiment of justice is
entirely of artificial origin ; the idea of natural justice
not preceding but following that of conventional
justice. The farther we look back into the early
modes of thinking of the human race, whether we
consider ancient times (including those of the Old
Testament) or the portions of mankind who are still
in no more advanced a condition than that of ancient
times, the more completely do we find men's notions
of justice defined and bounded by the express ap-,
pointment of law. A man's just rights, meant the
rights which the law gave him: a just man, was he
who never infringed, nor sought to infringe, the legal
property or other legaL rights of others. The notion
of a higher justice, to which laws themselves are
amenable, and by which the conscience is bound with-
out a positive prescription of law, is a later extension
of the idea, suggested by, and following the analogy